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August 5, 2021 
 
 
Dear Clarence School Family,  
 
Last night, schools learned that neither the Governor’s Office nor the New York State Department of 
Health would be issuing specific guidance for the start of school in September. The news came as a 
surprise given what had previously been shared, and the update has presented a new set of challenges 
related to planning for opening.   
 
In the days ahead, we will be talking daily with local health officials, area colleagues, and members of 
our school community about what protocols Clarence will follow this fall. Additionally, the Erie County  
Office of Epidemiology is currently reviewing guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics. They plan to provide guidance, helping facilitate a 
safe start to the 2021-2022 school year.  
 
Please know that we understand the frustrations many are experiencing over the current lack of clarity 
that exists related to masking, physical distancing, COVID testing, and vaccinations. However, we want 
to emphasize the fact that we are committed to providing all students with 5-days of in-person learning 
each week this year and that our preparations continue to center on the health and safety of our school 
community.  
 
We will be providing additional detail for students, staff, and parents in the very near future and 
appreciate the patience everyone has shown throughout the pandemic. The partnership that exists 
between the District and the community is not something we take for granted, and we look forward to 
welcoming our students back to school a few weeks from now.  
 
Hoping this finds you enjoying a safe and relaxing summer.   
 

 
Matt Frahm, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
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