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Physical Environments Around the World  

(Version 1: Lexile 680) 
 

Introduction  
 
All around the world, the way that people live is closely connected to their 
physical environment. The landforms, and the temperature, the seasons, and the 
amount of rainfall in a place are all important parts of its physical environment. 
Some places around the world, such as the Arctic, are very cold all year round. 
What do you think people who live there wear? Probably not T - shirts and shorts! 
If you’re thinking warm clothing, you’re right!  
 
Climate  
 
Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a place is. Some places have a climate that 
changes with the season. For example, here in New York State, our summers are 
usually hot. We do get some rain, but it doesn’t happen every day. Our winters are 
cold. In some parts of New York State we get lots of snow in winter. Spring and 
fall are not too hot or too cold. We usually get some rain during those seasons.  
 
There are some places in the world where it is always hot. Most of those places 
are near the equator. Some of those hot places are also very dry. These hot, dry, 
places are called deserts. The Sahara desert in Africa is a great example of a 
place like this. Other hot places can be very rainy. Indonesia is a great example of 
a place like this. Remember those people who live in the Arctic? They live in cold 
climates. Even though it is cold, it is very dry, and if the air is dry, there will be no 
moisture in the air to make snow. In fact, it gets so cold (below 14° F (– 10° C) 
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that it hardly ever snows! It is a cold desert. The reason why you see snow in 
pictures of these places is that when it does sometimes get warm enough to snow, 
the temperature never gets high enough to melt the snow, so the snow stays 
there year after year.  
 

Landforms and Water Features  

 
Mountains, valleys, hills, forests, cliffs, and plains are all examples of landforms. 
In some parts of New York State, there are many mountains, hills, and forests. 
Some parts of New York State are very flat. Some places around the world, like 
Afghanistan, have a lot of mountains. Other places, like the grasslands of Africa, 
are very flat.  
 
Oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and bays are all examples of water features. You 
can find all of these water features in New York State! Some places around the 
world, like Finland, are right on the ocean. It has a long coast, where the water 
meets the land.  
 
Summary  
 
The climate, landforms, and water features of a place are important parts of 
their physical environment. All around the world, there are lots of different kinds 
of physical environments. Think about this: What would living near an ocean be 
like? How about living in a desert? What about living high up in the mountains? 
Would life be exactly the same in all these places?  


