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December 9, 2020 
 
Dear Families, 
  
Earlier this week I wrote to you regarding the new guidance for testing students in an Orange 
Zone. We began our testing program on December 8, 2020. Over the past two days we have tested 
300 students, staff, and faculty. We have not yet had a positive test. The data helps us make the 
inference that schools are safe. 
 
We have, however, been informed of positive test results from community testing from the Erie 
County Department of Health. Since Thanksgiving, we have been notified of 14 positive cases, 12 
of which have been this week, which is significantly greater than previous weeks. That trend, 
along with the increase of positive cases in Erie County, especially the 12% positive rate in the 
Clarence Center zip code (14032), has caused a rethinking of the decision to open schools for in-
person learning on December 14, 2020. 
 
We need to continue testing faculty, staff and students this week and next week in order to obtain 
a complete data set for December. We will also follow the trends in Erie County and Clarence 
specifically. Out of an abundance of caution, we are tentatively moving the date to reopen all 
schools for in-person learning to January 4, 2021, pending a review of all available data. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding. Please contact me or your building principal if you 
have questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Geoffrey M. Hicks, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

http://www.clarenceschools.org/

