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A Special Message to Families Whose Children are Diagnosed as Immunocompromised 

  
July 23, 2021 

  

Dear Clarence School Family,  

 

As we move further into summer, we are optimistic that we will be open for in-person instruction five days per 

week this fall. With that said, K-12 school districts have not yet received updated reopening guidance from the 

New York State Education Department (NYSED). While we hope to know more in the near future, we recognize 

that returning to full-time in-person instruction may present a challenge specifically for students diagnosed as 

immunocompromised.   

 

As previously communicated, Clarence Central School District will not offer a remote or hybrid learning option 

unless mandated by NYSED for the 2021-2022 school year. Therefore, we will be partnering with Erie 1 BOCES 

(eAcademy) to provide a remote option for our immunocompromised student population. If a student requires this 

learning option, medical documentation must be provided to the school district at the time of the request.  

 

While the eAcademy presents an opportunity for our immunocompromised students, the following must be 

considered in the decision-making process: 

 

• Students will learn in a 100% remote learning environment from certified Erie 1 BOCES teachers along 

with students from the area who also require such accommodations. 

• Families will need to make this commitment for the entire 2021-2022 school year.  

• eAcademy staffing will be based on enrollment prior to the start of the 2021-2022 school year; therefore, 

students will not be able to shift back to in-person classroom settings until the beginning of the following 

school year.  

• Core academics and limited electives will be offered through this programming.  

 

If a doctor has diagnosed your child as having a compromised immune system and you are interested in 

enrolling them in the Erie 1 BOCES program, we ask you to contact Mrs. Megan Sutton by Thursday, July 

29. Mrs. Sutton can be reached by phone or email (716-407-9102, msutton@clarenceschools.org).  

 

We understand that this decision requires a quick turnaround to ensure the eAcademy has adequate staffing for the 

start of the school year. We want to stress how much we appreciate the flexibility and support families have 

shown over the past year. As we prepare to change our calendars from July to August, we will continue 

communicating about reopening as more information becomes available.  

 

Hoping this finds you safe, healthy, and enjoying summer.  

 
Matt Frahm, Ed.D.  

Superintendent of Schools 
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