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June 7, 2021 
  
Dear Families, 
 
Today, Governor Cuomo held a press conference where he discussed school mask guidance and 
directives. The Governor stated that the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) engaged in 
discussions with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) over the weekend.  
 
The Governor stated that Dr. Howard Zucker, State Health Commissioner, had asked for feedback from 
the CDC regarding the use of masks in schools. In order to be consistent with summer camp guidance, 
NYS will allow schools to choose whether or not children and staff wear masks when outside. 
Accordingly, the school district will allow students and staff to remove their masks when outdoors, 
including athletic events.  
 
The CDC did not advise changing the existing directives regarding the use of masks indoors. 
Pursuant to the NYSDOH directive, masks are still required indoors for students and staff. 
 
Over the weekend, the New York State Education Department (NYSED) reminded school districts that 
under Executive Order 202.60, schools were permitted to reopen subject to adherence to NYSDOH 
issued guidance and directives. The NYSED explained that schools should continue to operate under 
their existing procedures regarding masks until further notice. 
 
School districts need to follow the NYSDOH guidance and directives, therefore we will allow students 
and staff to remove their masks when outdoors, but students and staff will need to wear their mask 
while inside the buildings. 
 
We will schedule more frequent mask and water breaks as the temperatures rise. 
 
I recognize that Dr. Zucker’s letter last Friday gave a false impression of a potential change to the mask 
guidance and directives. The school district was hopeful that all elements of the mask directives would 
be changed, but neither the CDC nor NYSDOH determined that this was the appropriate time to do so.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Geoffrey M. Hicks, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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