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December 29, 2020 
 

Dear Families, 
  
The Clarence Central School District will reopen for hybrid in-person instruction on Monday, 
January 4, 2021.  We tested over 900 students, staff, and faculty members over the past three 
weeks, and only two tests were positive. In addition, the number of positive cases for student, staff 
and faculty members reported by the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) has been lower 
the past two weeks. 
 

Due to the fact that most of Erie County is still in a designated Orange Zone, we will continue 
testing 20% of in-person students, faculty, and staff per month. Testing will resume during the 
week of January 4, 2021. You will receive a separate letter with directions for participating in 
testing if you are chosen for the random sample testing group starting next week. 
 

Please be aware that parents, faculty, and staff must continue the practice of daily screening and 
we encourage the use of our screening app. Schools must also adhere to all State-issued 
requirements, including wearing masks and maintaining 6 feet of social distance in classrooms. 
We will continue utilizing polycarbonate dividers and cohort groups in grades K-8. Transportation 
to and from before and after school care programs will continue. We have also installed 
temperature scanners in each school and will utilize them to quickly take the temperature of 
faculty, staff, and students who arrive at the buildings each morning.  
 

If your child has a fever, any symptoms of respiratory illness such as a cough, shortness of breath, 
difficulty breathing or a sore throat, or if they recently lost their sense of taste or smell, please 
keep them home from school and arrange for an appointment with your pediatrician. If your child 
has come into close contact with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19, or if a member 
of your family is awaiting the results of a COVID test, or if your family has traveled to a state or 
country designated for quarantine by the Governor, please keep your child home from school for 
the necessary quarantine period. 
 

We are excited to get back to in-person hybrid learning. Please contact me or your building 
principal if you have any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Geoffrey M. Hicks, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

http://www.clarenceschools.org/

