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November 16, 2020 
 

Dear Families: 
 

Last week Governor Cuomo designated almost all of Erie County as a COVID-19 yellow zone. The New York 
State Department of Health (NYSDOH) has determined that schools open to in-person instruction in yellow 
zones are required to test 20% of in-person students, teachers and staff at each school, at least once per 
week, for as long as the school remains in a designated yellow zone.  
 

The Clarence School District has applied to be a Limited Service Laboratory (LSL), which would grant the 
district a license to administer COVID-19 tests as well as the ability to order test kits directly from the 
NYSDOH. Our application is in process and we expect it to be approved later this week. Our plan includes 
contracting with nurses to administer the tests and establishing a central drive-thru test area at Clarence 
Middle School. 
 

The newest guidance on yellow zone testing mandates that if the results of the testing reveal that the 
positivity rate among the 20% of those tested is lower than the current regional 7-day positivity rate, 
testing at that school will no longer be required to continue. However, if the results of the testing over the 
first two weeks reveal that the positivity rate among in-person student, staff, and faculty is higher than the 
yellow zone’s current 7-day positivity rate, the school will be required to continue to test at least 20% of 
the in-person population on a bi-weekly basis. Our current positivity rate is less than half of 1%, far lower 
than the community rate. 
 

The district will need to choose 20% of the in-person population at each school for testing. Your child will 
not be required to be tested. We will only test with consent. Parents will be notified of testing at least 24 
hours in advance and will be able to choose a convenient time for your child to be tested. No one will be 
excluded from school because of their choice to not be tested. 
 

As soon as our LSL application is approved, we will send specific information on the testing program, 
procedures, and our preliminary schedule. Part of that information will be a video that illustrates exactly 
how the test will be administered. We will also distribute a link to an online consent form.  
 

The test is simple and quick, utilizing a shallow nasal swab.  Test results will be available in 15 minutes. Our 
plan is to notify parents, faculty, and staff of results by text message within 30 minutes of administration.   
 

We believe that in-person schooling has been successful, and we are committed to doing whatever is 
necessary to continue with the in-person instructional model, if it is both feasible and safe to do so. We 
thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Geoffrey M. Hicks, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

http://www.clarenceschools.org/

